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Dear  Leisel,
                     thank you for inviting me to see the show. I thought it was magic.. Well done for raising money for the Merlin project as well. Please congratulate all the workers who toiled away behind the scenes as well as all those onstage. They all deserve a pat on the back. The first part of the report is for  general circulation and will appear in the south-west magazine. The next bit about the principals etc is for your society only.
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TUESDAY 25th  SEPTEMBER 2007 – HALL FOR CORNWALL

Director & Choreographer – Martyn Knight                                       Musical Director – Mark Clapp

What a superb opening night! Congratulations to everyone involved with every aspect of this show.
The scenery, made by the Society, was minimal but very effective and of a high standard. It complimented the show and gave us an extra feature without taking away from the story. Lighting and Sound also complimented the production and added another extra dimension.

I had never seen this show and was really looking forward to it and was not disappointed. Everyone on stage looked comfortable and played their part well.

The three main female leads were outstanding. Hayley Trerise-Smith as Alexandra Spofford, Samantha Willis as Jane Smart and Laura Hargreaves as Suki Rougemont never once flagged or stepped out of character, each one of them showing us their character’s inner feelings and emotions with style, energy and skill. Their harmony singing was spot on. 

Jolly Hargreaves played and sang his part with relish and sported a matching handkerchief for each of his conquest’s dresses – a really nice touch in an evening full of lovely subtle touches!

Michelle Moses as Felicia Gabriel brought superb comedy timing to her role, along with a permanent state of frustration and a rich singing voice.

All of the other principals kept up the high standards and the Chorus acted and sang with gusto and the clever and stylish choreography was in the main, executed to a high standard. I particularly noticed the stillness of the chorus when called for. Every single member of the cast, whether a lead or not, had a different character and this made the show so much more interesting. 

The costumes were colour themed and again, these added a great deal to the production. Supplied by the Society themselves, it just shows what can be achieved if everyone pulls together.

The cello trick was excellent and another great feature.

The Eye Of The Beholder, Waiting For The Music To Begin and Words, Words, Words were outstandingly performed. I also loved Dirty Laundry!

All this and flying too!!! How well the girls coped. They looked like they had been doing it for years!
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The second half opened with another showstopper from Hayley – superb!

Dance With The Devil was a tiny bit weak compared to the rest of the numbers but I am being really picky here as ALL the other numbers in the show were really good. The Glory Of You was a lesson from the Director on how to set a big chorus number with lots of people in a restricted space and worked really well.

The collapsing church worked really well.

It was lovely to see the bows being paid extra attention and ended the show with a real flourish.

What more can I say – I hope you realise how much I enjoyed the show!!!  

PRINCIPALS

Jolly Hargreaves    Darryl Van Horne
You really enjoyed it didn’t you!!! That was really obvious. Not an easy role but one that needs a really strong personality. Your charm was there in spades and you really looked like you held all the townsfolk in the palm of your hand.  I felt you shouted a little bit too much and therefore occasionally lost our attention, but this is only pointed out to help you make your characterisation even better! Your rapport with the three girls was excellent and you held the different scenes together in a really strong way.

Hayley Trerise-Smith    Alexandra Spofford
Absolutely superb!  I could not fault your performance. You looked fantastic (you would fit straight into Desperate Housewives!!), sang beautifully, acted so naturally and danced and moved so elegantly that it was a joy to watch. This performance was right out of the top drawer.

Samantha Willis   Jane Smart

Again absolutely superb! I loved your characterisation and how you changed!!! Singing, dancing and acting were all top rate and the closeness between the three of you was evident. I can’t remember when I last saw a team of actors that was as strong as you three girls in all departments.

Laura Hargreaves    Suki Rougemont

Another superb performance!  I loved your shaky voice – really funny. Your singing, dancing and acting were top class  and you are to be congratulated. When you coupled with Van Horne it looked as if you had done it before – I wonder why???  You gave a captivating performance that was a joy to watch.
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Michelle Moses    Felicia Gabriel

Yet another superb performance! I really enjoyed every single second you were on stage. The range you had to sing was really impressive and you made something so difficult seem so easy. What a shame you don’t get the applause you deserve after your death song – it was fantastic. The three girls were amazing and you were too!

Steve Cleaver    Michael Spofford

Your enthusiasm and innocence came over really well and therefore was very funny when you changed. Your songs were not easy so well done as you made them sound really good. Your body language was excellent.

Rebecca Jelbert    Jennifer Gabriel

You played your part very realistically and your character change was very believable. Coupled with beautiful singing, you made a really good interpretation of a role that could have been forgettable but was really accomplished.

Simon Bennett    Clyde Gabriel

You were a superb foil to Michelle. Your characterisation was spot on and played just right. It could have been very tempting to go OTT but you resisted and we enjoyed your performance all the more because you judged it just right.

William Fox    Fidel

You didn’t say much but when you did it brought the house down! A small part but very well done.

Nicky Frost    Little Girl

You set the scene for us at the beginning and made us wonder what was going to unfold, and also linked the show together. Well done for not overplaying the part, it was just right.

Mark Clapp     MD

Well done Mark.  The soloists and the Chorus were both top rate. I loved the vocal harmonies – they all sounded really strong but also blended very nicely. You must have put in a lot of hard work. The Orchestra was good too. Occasionally we heard a small discrepancy here and there, but 99% of the show was really well played.

The whole evening was really impressive and I was really proud of you all. You are raising the standard of amateur theatre in our area and all the workers behind the scenes as well as all onstage must be congratulated. You inspired me!!! Thank you for a wonderful evening.

Kind regards, 
Phil
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